
   

 
Handwriting Progression 

 
 

 

This is the school’s handwriting font: 

 

abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz 



Nursery/Reception/Year 1 
 

NC Expectations 
Beginning to form lower-case letters in 

the correct direction, starting and 
finishing in the right place 

 
Forming lower-case letters of the correct 
size relative to one another in some of 

the writing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Handwriting resources – use of 
triangular pencils and pens in 

Nursery/YR/1. 
(Stabilo Easygraph handwriting pencils) 

 
 

Activities to develop the pincer/tripod grip – finger gym, dough disco, 
tweezers, cotton bud painting, screwing up tissue and making pictures with it. 
Keep reinforcing to the children why we need to ‘pinch the pencil’. Use of 
Squiggle into Writing for the development of gross motor control. 

 
 

Pre-handwriting: patterning 
Pattern the Picture - When introducing sounds and using a picture, fill the 
outline with the pattern you are focusing on, or the child can choose a letter 
that they know how to do. They can also use different patterns to develop 
control. This can be used throughout school. If you are doing lines of 
patterns or letters do them in word chunk sizes eg. eeeee      

 
 

Following the updated Development Matters Guidance and Early Years Outcomes for EYFS 
children, children are expected to show a preference for a dominant hand between the ages of 

three and four years.. 

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/pocket-sized-eyfs-outcomes-tracker-early-adopter-tf-pa-2548572


 Introduction of letters: 

 
By the end of Year 1, all letters should be formed correctly and should be 

on the line. 
 

 



Year 2 
 

NC Expectations 
Form capital letters and digits of the 

correct size, orientation and relationship 
to one another and to lower-case letters 

 
Use spacing between words that reflects 

the size of the letters. 
 

Handwriting resources – use of  
Stabilo Easygraph handwriting pencils – 

thinner version. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Break letters s, b, p, g, q, y, j, z 
 
By the end of Year 2, descenders and ascenders must be clear and letters 
must be the right size in relation to one another. Writing must be joined. 



Year 3 
 

NC Expectations 
Beginning to use the diagonal and horizontal 
strokes that are needed to join letters and 

understand which letters, when adjacent to one 

another, are best left unjoined. 
 

Increase the legibility, consistency and quality of 
their handwriting [for example, by ensuring that 

the downstrokes of letters are parallel and 

equidistant; that lines of writing are spaced 
sufficiently so that the ascenders and descenders 

of letters do not touch]. 
 

Children to begin to use a handwriting 
pen. (Signo gelstick) 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Year 4 
 

NC Expectations 
Use the diagonal and horizontal strokes that are 

needed to join letters and understand which 

letters, when adjacent to one another, are best 

left unjoined. 
 

Increase the legibility, consistency and quality of 
their handwriting [for example, by ensuring that 

the down strokes of letters are parallel and 

equidistant; that lines of writing are spaced 
sufficiently so that the ascenders and descenders 

of letters do not touch]. 

 
Children to use a handwriting pen. 

(Signo gelstick) 

 

 

 

 
Year 5 

 
NC Expectations 

Write legibly, fluently and with increasing speed 
by: choosing which shape of a letter to use 

when given choices and deciding whether or not 

to join specific letters and choosing the writing 
implement that is best suited for a task. 

 
Children use a handwriting pen. (Signo 

gelstick) 

 
 

 
Revision of above objectives. 

 



 

 

 

Only about 10% of the population are left-handed, and under 1% are ambidextrous! 

 

 


